Parkman Township Zoning Commission

February 23, 2010 Meeting

Zoning Commission Members Present:  Carlos Nieves, Renee Patry, Scott Villers, Len Hall, and James Vaughan
Not Present:
Debbie Wilson
Others Present:
Roger Hanna
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Carlos Nieves.  
A motion was made by Mr. Villers and seconded by Mr. Nieves to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2010 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Freeman Miller submitted his resignation from the Zoning Commission to the Board of Trustees, and it was accepted at the February 16, 2010 meeting.  They are advertising for a replacement alternate member of the Zoning Commission, and will let us know when a replacement has been found.
Mr. Roger Hanna from Hosmer Road came to the meeting to observe and learn more.
There was an article in the News Herald last week regarding the wood burner issue, and Mr. Nieves was contacted for input.  He was not available for comment at the time.  Mr. Vaughan stated it is an environmental situation.  Mr. Hall stated there is no medical evidence at this time that her medical problems are caused by this situation.  Mr. Villers stated that by putting limitations how far off the lot line, it could help with problems in town.  Mr. Nieves would like to put information down on paper for the committee to consider at our next meeting.

Regarding windmills, there are several going up in the area.  There is another one that just went up at Cherokee Hardwood in Middlefield/Burton.  They are taking the place of solar charging, and are now using wind.  When Mr. Nieves stopped by, when the wind is going, it sounds like a prop plane.  Mr. Nieves was reading in the Popular Mechanics.  They are used as an emergency power source, and they can be purchased through them.  Mr. Villers wonders if there is a point or degree where there is a residential unit, versus a commercial unit that a utility would put up.  We may wish to consider separate regulations for residential vs. industrial/commercial uses.  The Maple Leaf recently had articles discussing windmills, and the distance off the property line as to not fall on neighbor’s property.  Mr. Hall asked what we would regulate.  Appearance, noise, safety, all of it?  Mr. Nieves stated that just mention of windmills in our zoning ordinance would help the Zoning Inspector if we were to run into problems.  
Mr. Nieves stated he is not opposed to small windmills, but large ones could be a problem.  Mr. Hall stated that that’s why they want to put them in Lake Erie, where they will not disturb anyone.  Mr. Villers stated that there was a company looking at Thompson for a wind farm.
Auburn tabled it, and Middlefield is currently looking if property line distances are adequate.

Section 402.7 B(5) addresses wind system devices, and allows them up to 80’ with restrictions.  The committee feels that addresses the township needs adequately at this time.  Mr. Villers also noted that the radio towers in Newbury had ice come off the towers and literally pierced the neighbor’s roof.  
Mr. Hanna asked what would stop ½ a dozen windmills in where there are no neighbors around, and running lines to their homes.  At this time, there are no limitations to how many someone could have.  Mr. Nieves suggested that we add to Section 402.2 A the sentence: “A maximum of two (2) wind system devices per lot are permitted.”

Mr. Nieves stated that the Zoning Inspector may want to insert a blurb in the Parkman Paragraphs reminding people that permits are needed for windmills.  
Mr. Hall asked if we want to limit radio towers, etc., at the same time.  That is a part of Article XIII, and we can discuss at that time.  Mr. Villers asked if we want to limit it to residentially, or if we open it up to a wind farm and commercial uses.  Mr. Nieves said this is a back-up.  It will not cover everything.  Mr. Villers stated that for a commercial purpose, you would need to access the high wires.  Mr. Villers will ask Mr. Gary Shipman to come to next month’s meeting.
Mrs. Patry asked about non-working units.  Should we include regulations to remove them after they are not being used, as in Article XIII, 1302 (S).  The committee does not see this is comparable to a communications tower, in terms of height and safety.  
Mr. Vaughan stated that he does not see what we can do regarding wood burners.  Mr. Nieves stated there is nothing we can do other than possible regulations for the small lots.
Mrs. Patry made a motion to initiate 2010-01, an amendment to the Parkman Township Zoning Resolution, consisting of 2 pages.  Mr. Nieves seconded the motion.  
Roll Call:

Renee Patry


Yes

Carlos Nieves


Yes

Scott Villers


Yes

James Vaughan

Yes

Lenn Hall


Yes

Mr. Vaughn made a motion to set the date for the public hearing on the proposed amendment to the township zoning resolution, 2010-01, for Tuesday, March 23, 2010.  

Mr. Hall seconded the motion. 
Roll Call:

Renee Patry


Yes

Carlos Nieves


Yes

Scott Villers


Yes

James Vaughan

Yes

Lenn Hall


Yes

Mr. Villers made a motion to submit proposed amendment 2010-01 to the Geauga County Planning Commission for their review and comment, seconded by Mr. Nieves.  The motion passed unanimously.
The committee will next meet on March 23, 2010.  The agenda for the meeting includes:
● Review Articles XIII with the new model changes
● COS map discussion
● Wood burner issue

● Windmill

Mr. Villers made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM.   Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at 7:00 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Connie M. Hasman
Parkman Township Zoning Commission Secretary
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