Parkman Township Zoning Commission
March 28, 2017
Zoning Commission Members Present:  Carlos Nieves, Len Hall, Jerry Jacobs, Freeman

Miller, and Jan Helt, Secretary
Not Present: James Vaughn
 and Robert Hershburger
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Len Hall.  
A motion was made by Len Hall and seconded by Carlos Nieves to approve the minutes with corrections for the February 28, 2017 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.
First of the agenda is medical marijuana. Dave Dietrich sent information on rules and regulation suggestions for Medical marijuana. Ms. Helt presented the information she received from Russell Township on the amendment that they added to their zoning. 
Mr. Jacobs asked the question how much farmland Parkman Township has compared to Russell Township. Mr. Jacobs stated we have a lot of horse farms in our area.
Mr. Nieves stated not much farmland in Parkman Township anymore. Mr. Nieves said some people are for marijuana and some are against it. 

Mr. Hall stated he has done some research, he stated a marijuana plant is being built in Perrysville, Ohio. They have approved a 30,000 square foot. Facility, the marijuana will be grown under lock and key. That would be the only way to grow marijuana under very tight security. Mr. Hall also stated that there is no environmental impact on anyone. 
Mr. Nieves stated that growing marijuana does bring money into the community. Carlo’s suggested we send out a survey and get our community’s opinions on it. It was stated that in reality the only monies Parkman would get out of it is property taxes because we are not incorporated. Industry does not pay their way and Parkman Township ends up with the brunt of it. 
Mr. Hall stated that they probably have only about 15 to 17 employees it would be maned for all three shifts for security purposes. You would also have to have space to warehouse it. It would be great if we could benefit from it with the roads or something. Mr. .Hall said he thought he had heard something about Chardon having someone apply for a marijuana license. A couple others heard the same thing. 
Freeman said the way you grow it inside a facility you would not even know it was there. 

 Mr. Hall asked everyone if they wanted to proceed with the amendment to zoning to not allow marijuana in our community. He suggested we ask around and see how members of our community feel about.it. Maybe let them know it would not be grown in an open field, it would all be enclosed. 

Mr. Hershburger said he would talk about it to the Amish community. Mr. Jacobs stated he would also pass on the information, but he didn’t think we should pursue it since it would not favorably benefit our community except for taxes.   
The committee will next meet on Tuesday, April 27, 2017 at 7:00 PM.  The agenda for the meeting includes:
● Medical marijuana
Ms. Helt will present the information   on marijuana from   Russell Township again at the next meeting...  Mr. Hall will talk to Sheila Salem, our County Prosecutor on the subject of marijuana.

Next on the agenda “Agritourism” information sent to us by Dave Dietrich. “Agritourism” falls under the general exemption in any zoning district. Townships may elect to regulate Agritourism as far as Size of structure, Setback building lines, Egress and ingress, and size of parking lot.
Mr. Hall stated addressed with Dave Dietrich and he said no one has it. He offered no advice on it either. He stated no other communities have asked for it. It is definitely tourism.   

With some discussion it was decided that it is not something that is a concern at this time in Parkman Township. 

Mr. Jacobs motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM.   Mr. Hall   seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  
Respectfully Submitted by,
Jan Helt                                                                         Len Hall

___________________________                               ______________________________              
Parkman Township                                                        Chairperson                                                         

Zoning Commission Secretary                                       
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