PARKMAN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
June 17, 2003
Members present:
Dennis Ikeler, Rose Renovich, John Patton Cindy Gazely and 

Rich Hill, alternate
Meeting called to order by Chairman Dennis Ikeler.

Dennis explained the format of the meeting and then gave an overview of how the meeting would be run.

There is one appeal to be addressed by the Board at this meeting:

· 2003-16496
Dennis explained and then administered the Oath of Truthfulness to all present.

Appeal 2003-16496 was called.

The property owner Ben L. Byler identified himself to the Board and all present as such. He stated that the reason he would like the variance is to try to help his brother with extra income. He would like to run a small general hardware store on the property, similar to what C & S used to have.

Dennis Ikeler asked if he would like to add anything else. He did not. Dennis closed that portion 

Robert Miller owns property across from Ben L. Byler. He is in favor and has no problem with the proposed hardware store.

Charles Hardy, adjacent property owner, also spoke up and stated he is in favor of the proposed store.

After a brief silence, Dennis Ikeler asked if there was anything else Ben L. Byler would like to say. There was nothing.
Dennis Ikeler asked the Board for a motion to grant the variance. John Patton so moved, with Rose Renovich and Cindy Gazely simultaneously seconding.

Dennis opened the meeting up to the Board and audience for questions to Ben L. Byler.

Rose Renovich asked Ben L. Byler if he was going to build a new building. He stated that he is and that he is going to expand what he is currently doing.
John Patton asked Ben L. Byler for a description of what was to be sold. 

Ben L. Byler stated that tools and gardening supplies would be sold. 

John asked if there would be fertilizer sold.
Ben L. Byler stated there would not.
Rich Hill asked what portion of what he planned to sell would be agricultural.

Ben L. Byler stated that much of it would be.
Rich asked if there would be plumbing supplies.

Ben L. Byler stated there wouldn’t be plumbing supplies.

Dennis Ikeler asked for clarification on the building to be used for the proposed home occupation.

Ben L. Byler stated that he will be adding on to the existing building.

John Patton asked if there was a house/residence on the property.

Ben L. Byler stated there was not.

John asked if he planned on putting a house on that property.
Ben L. Byler stated not at this time.

Dennis Ikeler asked about parking configuration.

Ben L. Byler stated there would have to be additional parking added along where the fenceline is.

Dennis asked what the new addition would do to the fence.

Ben L. Byler stated that the fence would not need to be relocated.

John Patton asked for clarification on the location and construction proposed on the building.

Ben L. Byler approached the Board and clarified on the drawing how the building would be situated.

Dennis Ikeler asked if Ben L. Byler was aware of the additional zoning issues which might need to be considered, such as signage. He also asked if he had familiarized himself with the county code for the buildings.
Ben L. Byler stated that he was aware of the sign issue and would make sure the buildings were up to code.

Dennis asked the Board if there were any other questions.
There were not.

Dennis closed that portion of the meeting and opened it to the Board for discussion.
Cindy Gazely brought up the issue of a home occupation with no home on the property. She further stated that Mr. Byler should proceed agriculturally. The use variance will run with the property and does not find it necessary.

John Patton stated that some day there would be a house probably on the property.
Dennis stated that there is already a home occupation similarly with no home on the property. Because Ben L. Byler is applying for a home occupation for a hardware business, which is not specifically listed as a home occupation, it would require a use variance.

Cindy Gazely asked Ben L. Byler if he understood the references being made to the Township Zoning Resolution.

John Patton stated that he felt the area is grey concerning home occupations.

Dennis Ikeler wanted to clarify that there would not need to be a variance for a merely agricultural use.

Rich Hill asked for clarification about the previous building, if it was built for agriculture and the current building would be home occupation.
Dennis stated it was.

Rose Renovich stated that she felt his business would fall under direct sales.
Dennis said his additional building is for a non-listed home occupation.

Rich wanted to confirm the frontage as 309 feet, which was confirmed.
Dennis asked for other questions or comments. There weren’t any.
Dennis reminded everyone there is a motion on the floor and asked for a roll call:

The roll call was as follows in favor of granting the variance:

Dennis Yes; Cindy No; Rose Yes; Rich Yes and John Yes.

Dennis stated that the motion carries.

Dennis informed Ben L. Byler his variance was granted and advised him that because anyone in the area could appeal it within 30 days he may want to hold off on the construction until after the 30 days had passed.

Ben L. Byler and all spectators left.

All members discussed the variance just granted and other home occupation variances granted.

Cindy stated that she has no problem with granting this variance but that we need to remember that the use runs with the property.
John Patton stated that he thought the amish-run home occupations added greatly to our community and he patronized them and felt this would be consistent with the character of the Township.
The members completed the Decision Form and Fact Finding Sheet.
Cindy Gazely reiterated that her problem was with granting home occupation variances when there is no home on the property.

Rose stated that she had considered hardware sales to fall under the direct sales which is listed under home occupations in the zoning resolution.
Roll call to accept the Fact Finding Sheet was conducted and resulted as follows: 
Dennis: Yes; Cindy: No; Rose: Yes; Rich: Yes and John: Yes

Dennis asked if there was any old business. There was not.
Motion to accept minutes of the 3/18/03 meeting was made by Cindy and seconded by Rose.

Dennis Ikeler asked for any new business. 

Cindy Gazely suggested that correspondence to the Zoning Commission might alleviate future variance issues such as this. Cindy would like a letter sent to the Zoning Commission regarding the vague and ambiguous language in the zoning resolution. 

There was no other business.

Next meeting is July 15, 2003.

Motion to adjourn by John, seconded by Cindy.
____________________________

Secretary

