Parkman Township Zoning Commission
September 25, 2018
Zoning Commission Members Present: Len Hall, Carlos Nieves, Jerry Jacobs, 
James Vaughn, Donald Gatrell, Robert Hershburger, and Jan Helt (secretary)
Not Present: Al Weaver
Others Present: Jon Ferguson. 
Carlos motioned open the meeting at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Jerry Jacobs.
Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made by Len Hall to review minutes from July at next meeting.
New Business:
Tents in Parkman Township:

It was reported to the Parkman Township that a large tent was erected temporarily on a property in Parkman for a horse sale.  It was up for about a week. A tent is not a permissible structure/use. Recreational tents are allowed on owner’s property.  Can zoning inspector give permission to allow a temporary tent on an owner’s property? We will check with John Spelish and get back to everyone. 
Don Gatrell asked about a tent at Shangri-La. He noticed one a couple of times when passing Shangri-La. He was wondering what was going on with that.
Jan Helt stated she thought that John Spelich was aware of it. His daughter got married and they used a party tent. Jan also said that was an issue with a never ending garage sale under a huge tent, and John Spelish addressed as a complaint and had the people remove it.

A discussion followed on whether we should allow or not allow party tents on owner’s property.  Maybe we should put a time limit or size restriction on party tents. It was mentioned that some people put them up for weddings or showers for family on their property. This would be a temporary situation. It was also mentioned that the tent for the horse sale could be considered agriculture.
It could also be an EPA issue if someone put a wood burner in a tent. It would definitely be a safety issue. We continued to discuss the pro and cons of adding tents or not to our zoning regulations. 
Len Hall stated he felt we should not put any zoning regulations on the use of tents in Parkman Township. Everyone agreed it would be silly to pursue zoning for the use of tents in Parkman.  People have recreational tents all summer long for kids in their backyard. 
Everyone felt our Zoning Inspector John Spelich can handle any complaints about tents individually.

Len Hall asked if there was any other business. There was not.

Agenda: nothing on the agenda.
It was decided unless something came up we would not have a meeting for October.
.
Carlos Nieves motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM. James Vaughn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully Submitted by,
Jan Helt                                                                 Len Hall

_______________________                                ____________________             
Parkman Township                                                Chairperson                                                         

Zoning Commission Secretary                                       
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