Parkman Township Zoning Commission
February 27, 2018
Zoning Commission Members Present: Len Hall, Carlos Nieves, Jerry Jacobs, 
James Vaughn, Robert Hershberger, Al Weaver, Donald Gatrell, and Jan Helt (secretary)
Not Present:
Others Present: Jon Ferguson 
Carlo Nieves motioned to open the meeting at 7:00 pm and seconded by Len Hall
Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made by Jerry Jacobs and seconded by Len Hall to approve the minutes for January 23, 2018 meeting with corrections.  The motion passed unanimously.
Old Business:
Len Hall stated that Al Grimaldi attended our meeting in August  asking about a business he wanted to open where the old video store used to be on 422. Jerry Jacobs questioned what was said at that meeting. The following is exactly what was in our minutes from August:

 (Al Grimaldi attended our meeting letting everyone know that he wants to set up a retail store selling and renting sheds with option to buy. The sheds would be from Pine Craft located on 528. He wants to rent the old video store from Rod Ziegler who owns that building to display and sell the sheds. He mentioned he would also like to fly the American Flag at his retail store. Everyone stated they did not have a problem with either the retail store or flying the American Flag. The building is located in our commercial area of Parkman Township. Mr. Grimaldi stated that Mr. Spelich did suggest a couple of other buildings to rent but he felt the old video store would be a good traffic area for his retail store. It is a commercial location so there is no problem with his project moving forward.)

New Business:

Len Hall stated he talked to Sheila Salem about doing Two Amendments, one for and one against Medical marijuana. She stated that we could not do that.
Jan Helt contacted Dave Dietrich and he suggested we go with an amendment not to allow medical marijuana. We can always change it later if we want to.
Carlos Nieves said he has talked about medical marijuana with the Amish in his neighborhood and they do not want it. Carlo’s stated that the Amish do not know 
much about the whole procedure of growing medical marijuana. Carlos Nieves stated he is against it at this time because of the way his neighbors feel.

Jerry Jacobs stated that is his sediments also at this time. Everyone he has talked to does not want it. He feels we need to move on to not allow medical marijuana in Parkman Township.
Jon Ferguson said that according to the people he has talked to there are not many people in Parkman Township that are for allowing medical marijuana in Parkman.
Al Weaver stated that the Amish community does not want a medical marijuana plant in Parkman Township. They already have issues with their youth.
Robert Hershburger stated no one wants any more issues with drugs and they are concerned about the youth in the Amish community. They are totally against it. 
Len Hall stated that he has talked to Amish and some Yankees and they are against it. 

Jerry Jacobs asked if the names had been drawn by State of Ohio to decide who gets the 24 license’s (12 small and 12 large). Len Hall stated that the names were drawn and the licenses have been distributed. 
James Vaughn brought it up on his phone and showed it to everyone. The drawing did take place and among others, a group from Middlefield got a license. James stated he is for medical marijuana but if the community does not want it he will support that. 
Len Hall stated it is going to be a huge money making operation. He also stated that Sheila Salem said she is hearing more and more communities are allowing it. 

Sheila Salem stated that no one in Geauga County has allowed Medical marijuana.
Len Hall also stated we might change our mind down the line sometime. We can always reverse it at a later date if we change our mind. Right now it is the right thing to do.
Jerry Jacobs stated that the guys who make the money usually pocket it. Just like the lottery the schools were supposed to get money from the lottery they got some, 
but nowhere near what they expected. It is always like that they promise things but it never happens.
Al Weaver stated that down the line he feels we will be proud of the decision we have made not to allow medical marijuana. It is the right thing to do for our community.
Carlos Nieves made a motion to initiate an Amendment to the Parkman Township Zoning Resolution to not allow Medical marijuana in Parkman Township, seconded by Len Hall. Motion passed unanimously. 
Len Hall called for a vote and it went as follows:

Len Hall               Yes                 Jerry Jacobs        Yes

Carlos Nieves       Yes                 Robert Miller       Yes
James Vaughn      Yes

Agenda: 

· Continue with Marijuana amendment

· Set a date for a Public hearing.  
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday March 27, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Len Hall motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM. Jerry Jacobs seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully Submitted by,
Jan Helt                                                                 Len Hall

_______________________                                ____________________             
Parkman Township                                                Chairperson                                                         

Zoning Commission Secretary                                       

- 1 -


